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As 2022 Intersessional Meeting draws to close,
WDC President notes positive shift to reforming the KP
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WDC President Edward Asscher addressing the closing session of the Kimberley Process’s
Intersessional Meeting in Kasane, Botswana, on June 24, 2022.

KASANE, BOTSWANA: JUNE 27, 2022 - Speaking on June 24, 2022, during the
closing session of the 2022 Kimberley Process Intersessional in the town of Kasane,
Botswana, WDC President Edward Asscher noted a positive shift in the readiness
of members to reforming the KP.

“This year, throughout our engagements with many government participants here
in Kasane, there seems to be strong support for further reforms, including that of
the ‘conflict diamond’ definition,” he told the Intersessional meeting, which took
place between June 20 and June 24, 2022.
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It is important that such a process not only occur on the sidelines of the KP, but
within its formal framework, Mr. Asscher stressed. The WDC has thus requested
that the KP Chair add the Reform and Review Cycle to the draft agenda of the KP
Plenary scheduled for November, so that discussions and work can begin in 2023
under the incoming KP Chair, Zimbabwe.

Referring again to Zimbabwe, Mr. Asscher said that WDC was heartened by positive
progress reports about the situation in the country, emanating from participantsin
the recently completed review visit. They were confirmed in discussions with civil
rights experts working in the field. “This provides a positive backdrop as Zimbabwe
prepares to assume the KP Chair in 2023,” the WDC President said.

Noting that he had begun the week of meetings with mixed feeling about the
prospects for progress, the WDC President said he will be heading home from
Botswana with a more optimistic feeling. “I feel more confident about the
cohesiveness of the Kimberley Process,” he stated. “The glue that holds us together
is not reliant on there being one-mindedness on each critical issue - it never has
been - but rather on the common belief that natural diamonds should be an
equitable resource for growth, development and hope, and bring better lives and
wellbeing for all people involved.”

The ability of the KP to overcome differences during the week and conduct
constructive discussions were possible because of the influence of the KP Chair and
the host country, Botswana, the WDC President noted. “We have witnessed their
humanity and wisdom,” he remarked.

Mr. Asscher concluded his speech by paying tribute to Elke Ceulemans, who for the
past several years has been the focal point for the Administrative Support
Mechanism (ASM), which the WDC operates to provide assistance to the KP Chair
and its working groups, and who will be leaving the position later this year. “She has
been an invaluable support to this organization,” he said. “This makes the
establishment of a Permanent Secretariat even more urgent.”

CLICK HERE to download a full transcript of the WDC President’s address
during the closing session of the 2022 Kimberley Process Intersessional
Meeting.
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About the World Diamond Council

The World Diamond Council (WDC) is an industry organization focused on preventing conflict
diamonds from entering the global supply chain and on preserving the value attached to natural
diamonds. Formed in 2000, it is the only organization where the diamond trade is represented in
full, from producer to retailer, and includes the most influential commercial businesses, not-for-
profit organizations, and individual companies in the industry today. The WDC is the voice of the
international diamond industry in a tripartite collaboration with governments and civil society
known as the Kimberley Process (KP). The KP secures and manages monitoring processes that have
virtually eliminated the trade in conflict diamonds to ensure that the world’s supply of diamonds is
from sources free of conflict. Visit www.worlddiamondcouncil.org to learn more.
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